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* 


Sir Charles Cox, Murthwayte Ivett, 
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but rather give place unto WW rath : For 


the promoting of thoſe good Ends. = | 


it is obvious to obſerve, that no Duty of 
the Goſpel hath been leſs regarded, or treated 


* eater Contempt, than this. And it is 


cult Matter to account for, or aflign the 


. of this common Prejudice to a 


ſo reaſonable in it ſelf, Mis ot ſuited, to 


the Temporal Intereſts of Mankind, if it be 


conſidered, what there is in Hagan * ature to 4 
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ever Means and Methods he pleaſeth. And 
ſo long as this Perſwaſion previ he cannot 


but look upon that Religion, which contra- 
dicts this Natural Principle, (as he ſuppoſes,) 
and abridges him of this Natural Privilege, 

as erroneous, and hurtful to him; and fo thinks 
he cannot ſubmit to it, without doing a ma- 


nißeſt Injury to his Nature. That the ſtrict 
DODbſervance of a Duty, which forbids the re- 


turning of Evil for Evil, maſt neceſſarily expoſe 
him to all manner of Affronts; that his Tante- 
neſs in putting up a leſs Wrong, would encots 


rage the offering of a greater, and tempt rude 


and infolent Men 10 multiply Injuries up- 


dn him. That it is an Argument o& a mean 


and abject Spirit, to fit down quietly under 
Abvſes, when the Injured Party hath Strength 


to redreſs them, and Opportunity to puniſh 


the Aggreſſor ; and that to ſeek, and proſerute 


Revenge, is an Act of Courage, and a part of 


Diſtribotive Juſtice. 0 
Theſe and the like Ob; Ridin: which the 
Luſts and Paſſions of ben furniſh them with, 


are commotily urged againft thofe Precepts of 


the Goſpel, which forbid, the taking of Re- 


venge, and enjoin the fotgiving of Injuries, 


as inconſiſtent with the Peace and Welfare of 


Now there is in every Man an inbred Prin- 
ciple of Self. preſervation, which naturally car- 
aults, and vindicate 
f from the Opp relfions; of an Enemy z 
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xpreſs and Poſitive Command; well know 
of what Moment the Practice of it would 
to Mankind; and how much better it would 


be for them to be governed by His Will, than 


by their Own fooliſh Reaſonings: © 
bh 11 AE the 7 Jews were to pro- 
ces rarer, ob ; of Injuries, was that of Ne. 
Marion, 0 ed likewiſe by the ancient 
Romans, 55 ther People, 
able to their Imperfe@ State, and 
venting writes Bü And for this 
it was, * our Saviour took occaſion to Tn 
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Intends in this Paſlage.. 1 
lowers, who were commi Pa, forty 


him, every-where, inculcate the "ins Dom 


ſtrictly — all manner o 
Revenge , and "Commatding 05 5 


and Kindnels among Men. And this is what 
our Apoſtle, in this Chapter, and many other 
Places in his Epiltles, earneſtly recomm 
and enforces. with { feveral Arguments, whe 
2 -mentioned in the Text, is not "= . 
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be undertaken with a good and honeſt Inten- 
tion, by the . or Are of the 
Supreme Powers, n 8017 on under the 
n 1 — and Pru- 
dence. e nd o ence, 1 
the preſerving XY our Live ik 3 
of our Eſtates and Poſſeſſions, which are liable 
do be invaded, and e in dic of the 
ppoiler; and God is fo, far from debarring 
us of this Privilege, while we obſerve this 
Rule, that He has ſettled and. eſtabliſh d it. 
both 'by. Natural and Poſe ſtive Law. With re- 
f ard to the former of 2 Laws, the Roman 
rator makes this Remark, Hoc &. Ratio 
toftis, G neceſſitas barbaris, ch mos Gentibus, 
& feris Natura ipſa præſcripſit, wt omnem 
ſemper vim, \ Quacungue ope _ poſſents 4 Corpore, 
# Capite, a Vil ful projuljarent. Se 
„Law) of Reaſon directs Men, as Nature 
*« does all other Creatures, and Cuſtom all 
« Nations whatſoever, to defend themſelves 
« againſt. the Aſſaults of Enemies, and to 
<6 repel] F gee and Violence by all poſſible 
. Means, And in proſecution of the ſame 
End, that is, for the mutual Defence and 
* Preſervati ion of Life and Property, Govern- 
ment was at firſt Inſtituted, Civil Ma- 
* giſtracy Ordained by God, that every One 
might r WAR. is his 8 by, — el 
elp 


6] A 


22, > $0 T'> Þ g Rang 22 err. 


? NE Cs 


le af ! 


1 of G 
Nan, ie —_— jot in the "Ran. LOG 


the Pro hibition of Revenge, 7 125 KN 
ofthe Gul e 57 5 Xl „ Pro- 
Nick ae Peſts 700 Ei” 


with have bee tj 70 15 y to tis, our Anger, 
: 6 ' ſeeing him | 
Gi | Wien we take Bat ht and Satif-* 
faction in ir icting and beholding thoſe Pu- 
niſnments, 131 are * intended for 
the Convicflon and Amendment of the OF” 
fender, nor the real Benefit of the Sufferer. 
_ this is \alolte Unlawful to a 3 8 
W | „in the * Senſe, rendring Evil fo 
7 the d forts The Jews, wh 
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were Looſe eno in their Notions We | 
Kea were not to entertain the Misfor-- 
tunes of an Hiemy with Complacency 3 Rejoyce 
net when thine Enemy falleth, and let not thine 
Heart be glad when he ſtunbleth, left the Lord 
ſee 2 57 it diſpleaſe him, and he turn awa 
his Wrath from to thee, Prov, 24. 17,71 78. 
And God, by his Prophet, threatens the Phi- 
liſtines with terrible judgment, for their In- 
folent and Revengeful Behaviour to the Houſe 
of Judah, when they went into Capt Ys 5 
Becauſe the — TO dealt by R 
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Soqdneſs of Sees e 2 


it thexe were no ſuch, Reſtraint, but 
wege left to Choice to right ink in 
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of the firſt Inj a 
Miſchiefs; and the! | 
Firtip 5 to ſuch a"Degree' of 'Hitred ind Re. 
ge, as miſt at 58 el deterinitie i the 
Kalt or he one or W 0 her. For utilels'0he 
of them Ahould depart © frm, Nagy" tie and 
 abjidge himſelf” of h Lott of pure 
riatbre, or fo te lle hs pech (which 
can hardy de ſuppofed) there muſt be g con 
tmual Nturn of Injuries, according to 
pottützities and Advafttäg they can gain ober 
one ariother, till Death! put an” End to the 
nartel. But delides; if Men are per mitted 
vitdicate their Wrongs, in the way of Pri- 
Ui Revenge, it is greatly to be feared) they 
would grofly miſtake in the execution 6f Ju- 
ſtice; For or how difficult, and almoſt ith 
muſt it be for a0 ohe to judge S een 
impartially in his on Cauſe, when” 
His Paſſions are raiſed with the pt a late 
Fijory'; and his Judgment ſo blinded with 
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rudice againſt the Perſon that offered it, 


that he cannot qiſcern the true and exact Mea- 
fire of his Guilt: For which Reaſon we do 
fot find, that Ma iftrates themſelves,” ' whoſe 
per Office it is to Revenge, are allowed to 
fit as Judges to condemn and puniſh thoſe dvyho 
have done Them Wrong: That the Sentenee 
may be given according to Law and Juſtiee, 

: the Matter is to be referred to an indifferent 
Perſon, 


Ales 


zging of de conte 
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Perſori) and the Offender de tried at another: 


Power of Judging and Puniſhing, Who way 
juſtly Be ſuſpeRed to delign the gratify 
his own Paſlion, and vexing his Adverſary, 
more than ſerving the Commutitty; or bring- 
ing any real Profit to himſelf. And this can 
hardly be avoided by one who is ſuffered to 


give- Judgment in his own Cauſe: He will be 


apt to do both with a partial and revengefut 
Spirit, rather out of Hatred to the offending 


Party, and to eaſe an a "gr 8 than out 
is Crime, or do pro- 


of a juſt Abhorrence of 
cure Safery to himſelf, or others. 

Upon theſe and other Accounts, God bas 
been pleaſed, for the common Benefit of Man- 


tion of Revenge to the'Diſcretion of private 

| Men's but to reſerve it to himſelf, and ty 
put it into the Hands of ſuch Perſons as are 
delegsted by him to that Purpoſe. By which 
Means every Man is ſecured from the great 
Abuſes. and Miſchiefs of Private Revenge, and 


has full Liberty left him of redreſſing Injuries, T 


and defending 255 you Rights, a due Courfe 
of Law; But, be 08 
2. From this Ivdulgencs of a legal nere 


in Matters of greater Concernment, it does 


not fallow that in ſmaller Offences, wherethe 
Damage is light and ſupportable, we are al- 
ways to take the Advantage of it: For though 


| the Law be open, and the-Magiſtrate,- upon 
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16 A SERMAN: gainſt Revengt. 
Omplaint, bound to relie e us; | yet as Groriam 
well obſerves, Non urgendum eſt jus.\noftriiniy 
we; ſhould not ſtand ſo much upon burn 
Right, a8, to proſecute an Offender in a Gourt 
_ of Judicature, for the repaiting of ſuch Loc. 
ſes, and vindicating of ſuch Wrongs, as may 
be borne without ap) conſiderable Iriconves 
nience. It is an Atgument of a turbulent 
malicious Spirit, to contend abd quarrel about 
ſuch. Things to demand public Juſtite fon 
Fae lofringement of Property, and a legal 
Jatisfaction for every ordinary Freſpaſs. And 
28 there is nothing that more effectually de! 
| ſtroys the Quiet and Welfare of human Socie- 
ties, than ſuch a troubleſome Spirit us this — 
ſoit is one of the chief Heſigns of itheopedce. 
of the World. This ever y- where teaches: us d. 
io forgive and forbear, us ell as to do Juſtice C 
to deny our {elves in, .and:to. recede from out tt 
juſt Rights, when we do not thereby prejudice 
the Right of others; and rat her to tue M rum 
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and ſuffer our ſelves to be defrauded; than to 

g to Law upon every! trifling Octaſion.- That 

m Things. of a light and ſupportable Nature, 
ſuch as we can bear without any great Daniage 

to our ſelves, we ſhould rather fuffer patiently 

a ſecond Injury, than revenge the fußt, or 
make it a Matter of publick Complaint: 'W ho- 
gener ſhell ſmite thee on the right Chat, a i ®! 
to him the other alſo. bas. 1 il 21.2856. 
And if Men, who profeſs themſelves to be of 


ſerve 
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of his excellent Religion, how much Conten- 


tion and Wrangling, that daily happens in the 
World, about mere Trifles, would be prevent- 
ed thereby. Allowances would then be made 


for Mens Follies and Inadvertences, for à raſh 


Action, and an unguarded Expreſſion, and Diſ- 
putes determined without the Deciſion of the 


w, or the Umpirage of the Sword. We 
ſhould then be ready, as far as we can without 
Sin, to cover the Infirmities, and excuſe the 
Frailties, of an offending Brother. We ſhould 
not barely conſider what is lawful for us to 
do but what is expedient to be done with 
reſpect to him, what may tend moſt to his 
particular Benefit, and to the common Peace of 
the World. Human Laws will juſtify the 
doing of a great many Things, which a pious 
Chriſtian, who is chiefly to be. governed b 
the Laws of the Goſpel, will induſtrio 


avoid: It becomes him indeed, 2s a good Sub- 
: ier, never knowingly to diſobey thoſe Laws; 
it it becomes him likewiſe, as a good Chriſtian, 


* 


not to make uſe of them upon all Occaſions. 
By the Laws and Statutes of the Land, he is 
permitted to make uſe of the ſettled Judicature, 


for the repairing of all ſuch Loſſes, and the 


” 


redreſſing of all ſuch Injuries, as are by Law 


puniſhable : Whereas by the Law of Chriſt, he 


is ſtrictly forbidden to take this Advantage in 


Matters of leſs Moment, or for the removing 
of ſuch Evils, as he may very well bear with- 


out any conſiderable Prejudice. And in Caſes 
cor 38 _ of 
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* an higher Nature and wg. 1ence, Ihe. 
the Injury offered is great, and the Damage 
fuſtained ſuch às will juſtify: his going to 
Law, he is bound not to do it, till all other 
Ways of Accommodation have been tried, 
and I antes ineffectual; and even then to take 
care that nothing be ne with Wrath and Bit- 
-terneſs, or a malicious Intention againſt” the 


| Perſon: he contends with; but with a chari- 


table; friendly, and chriſtan Temper of Mind, 


and a ſertled Reſolution of yielding to any 
| | reaſonable Terms of Agreement, whenever 


oy. ſhall be offered. 
hus much for the Firſt Thing propoſed 


The Nature and Extent of the Apoſtle' s-Prohi- | 


: bition, e nat N rere Wr we now 
2 mils, | 


ll. Second n to tte gane hes gives 
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Words, Bur rather give place unto Wrath : For 
it is written, Vengeance is nine; I will repay, 
ſaith the Lord. Where the Apoſtle, -by'a Figure, 
ſpeaks of Wrath as of a Perſon; and his Ex- 
8 will admit of a double Conſtrudion. 
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as being capable of a double. Relation, to the 


Wrath of Man, and to the Wrath of God. 
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to our ſelves His Office, and inflicting 

niſhments- by our own Hands; but Kay Flag 
it to Him, to whom, by a . Reſerva- 
tion to — — it e ae Vengean to exe 
cute and take A pan, 


able — to the Analogy of Faith, and 
particular Deſign in this Place > 


— s ſpeaking theſe Words at firſt; Deut. 32 
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2 Promiſe that he would plead their Cauſe, de- 


liver them from their Oppreſlian, and turn his 


ebe Tore gainſt their Adverſaries. 
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is this, That Vengeance belongs unto God, as 
the Supream Lord and Judge of the World; 
and unto Magiſtrates, as commiſſioned by him Io 


for the Execution of it. 
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ed in God, as he is the Creator of all Things, 
and the ſole Proprietor of the World. It is 
appropriated to him as ſuch in many Places 
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mit to, or withdraw our ſelves from him; "as'\ | 
Jacob did from his Brother Eſau, when he had 5 
taken up Reſolution to kill hid. 
o the Wrath or Judgment of . God, at 
which we are not 2 by GaN AS. 
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Original Right, foundediin his: — over 


the Creatures, ſo is he qualified for the Exer- 


diſe of it by a natural . itneſs, fuunded in his 


Attributes. Men, in diſtributing of Juſtite, 
are apt to be impoſed upon by outward Ap: 
pearances, and falle Profeſſions 3} and to be 
bias d and drawn afide by F — Flattery, 
or by Entreaty, Promiſe. Reward, and the 
like. But none of theſe Things can any way 
influence God to give or execute a wrong 
— -» His infinite Knowledge ſecures 
him from being deceived by Miſrepreſentations, 
and his infinite Juſtice from being ſwayed by 
Paſſion or Prejudice, or any extrinſecal Conſi- 
deration. By his perfect unerring Wiſdom he 
determines the preciſe Meaſure of every Man's 
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Power; dots ſo far forth invade” his Office; 
and uſurp his Preroga tive. 

gut bercauſe God does nt elm) u- 
nifeſb his Juſtice upon the Commiſion of eve 
Act, nor always bring the Offen- 


be commonly acts by the uſe of Outward 


Which — 


belongs to Him, is put into 
rate, with Com- 
miſon to uſe it, according as the known 
Eſtabliſhment, and ſettled Laws of the Kings 


dom ſhall direct, for the-Rehief of the Info- 


red. and the of the Publick Peace. 


Aud by virtue of this Commiſſion and Au- 
— — is doge by Morph, 
in all re- 


Manner, and for theſe Ends, 
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ſtrates, in — 40 called God's Minifters,: 
Met, Avengers to"execute Wrath upon bim 
that (doth Euil ; and are ſaid to bear th 7 Sword. 

for the Pimiſhmeodbf Offenders. 

Ve And as if this were not fuffrient 10 era 
and j juſtify them in the Exerciſe of their 
| Power, they are dignified likewiſe with: the: 
Character of Gods: Thou ſhalt not:revilethegods;. 
nor ſpeak-Evil of the Ruler of thyiPeople, Exod- 
22. 28. Again, He Judgeth among the Gods,” 
and I have! ſaid ye are Gods; (Plali da. 1. 6) 
Which Texts are 1 underſtood, not only 
of Supreme Governors, but of all Judges and 
Magiſtrates, adminiſtring Juſtice to the Peo- 
ple, in the Nam of, and by Commiſſion 
from God, whoſe Deputies and: Micegerents 
they are. And were it not for thuſe who 
ſtand inveſted with this Authority; Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion could not receive their due 
3 in this World, nor Vinlence and 
ruelty a juſt Recumpence of Reward. It is 
to publick Magiſtrates, and theiftanding Laws 
under which we live, that there is any ſuch 
thing as Order and; Governmentn among us 
and that whole Nations are not [involved in 
Confuſion and Blood ao For nothing is plainer, 
than that the greateſt part of Mankind is de- 
ſperately Wicked; z and were it not that they 
are awed with the Terrors of Te mporal Pu- 
e when they, have — hs 
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5 the Threatnings of x5 it were imp. | 
. they ſhould — within any other Bounds 
than thoſe of their own Will. "And en, what 
Society, what Agreement, what Living 
would there be in the World? 1 every 
Man were permitted to be his own. Judge, 
and, upon every flight Injury and Affront, 
had the liberty of Revenging himſelf, there 
would be as little Peace and Order upor 
Earth, as there is in Hell. And there ore 
for private Men to invade. the Office of the 
Civil Ma giſtrate, and to ſet aſide, as far as 
in them is, thoſe Publick Laws, which are 
the Bond of Peace, and the Standard of Ju- 
ſtice, is in ſome ſenſe to deſtroy. Government, 
and to introduce Anarchy and Confuſion into 
the World. Wherefore, . Dearly Beloved, 4- 
venge not Jour ſelves, but rather giue place 
unto Wrath : For it is written, 


wine; zT will repay, ſaith the Tord. 
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happy Effects and Advantages, that are Con- 
ſequent upon a careful Obſervance of our 
_ 'Apoſtle's Precept. And theſe may be ranked 
under Three general Heads; ſuch as relate to 
our Selvec. To the Perſon that hath injured. Us, 
And to the Publick, 
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N A, tho — 1 — of thoſe who, have 
n Wrought upon, and perfectly ſubdued.by 
the eurteous Behaviqur, and kind Offices 5 
of an Adverſary, when nothing elſe canld 


0 them. pra? 1 / rey hare 3 = 
This ee e have. A e by 6 
3 us 3 becauſe. to gain an offend- 


ing Brother to God, and to reconcile him to 


our ſelves, are Things of the greateſt Con- 


cernment both to him po us 3 — 2 oe ver 
.converteth ſuch an One . from, the 4. — 


Aal ditt multitude of Sins, Butt. 
' Thirdly and Lafily, Next to our awo, and 


| the Benefit of the Perlon that hath injured 
us, the Obſervation of this Precept maniteſthy 
tends to the Advantage of the Publick, as what 
naturally promotes Peace and Unity, and 
extinguiſnes Feuds and Anuimoſities among 
Chriſtians. This is what may be unver/ally 
affirmed of the Religion of Chriſl, but mare. 


. particularly of the Doctrin of mutual Ec 
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ehiriſtiah Spirit which — 5 mice Hearts of- 
Men, recoricile them to one -atidth 


er, and re- 
duce the World to Peace and good Order. 
There would then be no Private Differences 
between Men of the ſame Sbeiety, of the ſame 
Houſe ; no troubleſome Appen to Courts of 
= Judicature, and Demands of ſtrict Reparation 
f;or every petty Damage. Men would not op- 
poſe Government, and obſtruc uſtice, to pro- 
ſecute their Revenge. nor ſacrifie the publick 
Tranquility and Happineſs of a ' Natich to 
their private Piques, and ſecret Grudges againſt 
Tarticular Perlons. The general Practice of 
this Duty would in a great meaſure prevent 
foreign Wars, and put a ſtop to all that Cruel- 
ty and Oppreſſion, that Slaughter, Rapine, 
and other common Calamites, whi ich are the 

- -uſual Effects of malicious Revenge. What 
ſttrange Confuſion and Havock hath this ſan- 
guinary Paſſion made in the World? How 
often, ſince the firſt Foundations of it, hath 
it changed the face of Things? What De- 
ſtruction hath it brought upon the Earth? 
What Country is there that hath not felt the 
Fury, and what People that do not lament 
the Outrages of it? The Ruins and Deſo- 
Ilations of ſome goodly Cities, are nothing 
aeeelſe but the Spoils and Remainders of Iutem- 
| perate Wrath; and the Convulſions of States, 
-and Overthrow of Empires, the diſmal Effects 

3 of Rancour and Revenge. It hurries Men to 
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effectually remove, I mean that of Drei; a2 
barbarous Cuſtom built upon falſe Notions of 
Honour and Gallantry, as if every Affront 
unrevenged, drew upon a Man that wears a 
Sword the Imputation of Cowardice ; or that 
; could be an honourable 27 which 
the Civil. Magiſtrate puniſhes as à capital 
Crime, and Almighty God threatens. with 
Damnation. True Greatneſs of Spirit is more 
ſeen. in deſpiſing, than in returning "Injuries 
and it would better become theſe modern Men 
of Honour, to paſs over flight Prouocations, 
than to hazard their Lives and their Souls 


upon this vain Perſuaſion. They cannot want 


. Examples of Men of the moſt exalted Minds, 
who 12 lignalized themſelves by the patient 
| enduring of Injuries, and ſhewing Mercy when 
it was in their Power to take Revenge. -:Fcquld 
5 mention many ſuch in former Times, who were, 
= what is ſaid of Auguſtus Ceſar, In Ulciſcendo le- 
g niſſimi, Apt to — nothing ſo much as Inju- 
ries. But One, which this preſent Age and Na- 
tion affords us, may ſuffice, I mean, our own 

SOVEREIGN# ho hath exceeded moſt of his 
Predeceſſors- 3 10 Glemency- and- ous ” 

; Fs uc 


55 bs n lang defired- 
2 ren 0 'Grane3-und he he mw | 
| 228 e ly 
bans Royal incl Inclination to forgiva, 2 
1 Miads of: his Subjects. Tis ther. 
de hoped. that ſuch of them as hate 
dern mast willed Treaſonable Practices 
Abe n and . and re 


—_— 1 25 2 it accep 
—— can Poſſibly. make bin, that 
Funde inflead of Enemies to their 


County... 


* 


=; 
1. Tf | I-31 4+ 43 


5 nk 1 Gondude as Diſcourſe: with tae | 
eighty. and powerful Exhortation of Saint 


6, chap. 2. ver. 12, 43. So:ſpeak ye, and 
5 4 4. — ae 1 be * - the 
Law ef —— r. all bau 


e Mereyreyet 22 Fudqnen, 


